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May 28, 2020

Hello FLESS family,
What a long and strange couple of months it’s been.  As of June 1, the province of BC is moving to a voluntary, part-time restart of face-to-face learning, and I’m thrilled to be able to talk about the gradual return of our kids to school.  Our #1 goal over the next few weeks will be to make sure that FLESS continues to be safe for all of our students and all our staff.
There’s a lot of information to share.  If there’s something that isn’t covered over the next couple of pages, please give me or Mr. Fitz a call at the school.
What is the weekly schedule?
Our students in Grades 4, 5, 6, & 7 will be attending school two days per week.  We have split the kids up into a Monday/Tuesday group and a Wednesday/Thursday group.
Our students in Grades 8 thru 12 will be attending one day each week, and they have been split into Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday groups.
Our staff has been busy contacting families over the past week to make sure everyone knows which day(s) to come to school, but if you haven’t heard from us yet, please give us a call.
What is the schedule for drop-off and pick-up?
The school is open for drop-off at 8:40 a.m. and students will be expected to wash their hands on arrival.  We ask your cooperation at this time in not dropping your students off prior to 8:40 a.m.
Our dismissal times will continue to be as before, and we ask that students who are walking home leave the school grounds immediately.
Is bussing available?
The SD91 Transportation Department will be contacting parents regarding details for the bus schedule.  Upon arrival at the school, all bus students will be asked to sanitize their hands.
The Transportation Department has a set of strict safety protocols that they will be following, including cleaning, disinfecting, and physical distancing.
Are parents/caregivers/guests allowed in the school?
Under Phase 3, we are required to minimize and track contacts within the school.  We ask that parents make appointments through the office prior to coming to the building and that, wherever possible, refrain from entering the building.  In the event that you do need to visit the school, please report directly to the office, where we will be happy to assist you.  We look forward to an eventual return to a more relaxed time.

What will home learning look like for the month of June?
For our families that are choosing to continue working at home, we will continue to support you.  However, it will look different.  Most home contact for learners will be on Fridays, as that is the day when our in-person learners aren’t at FLESS.  Your child’s teacher will work with you to ensure you can continue with your home program and finish strong.
What if my child is sick?
It is vitally important that students who are sick do not come to school.  The BCCDC guidelines state:
· All students and staff who have symptoms of COVID 19 or have travelled outside Canada in the last 14 days or were identified as a close contact of a confirmed case or outbreak MUST stay home and self-isolate, including children of essential service workers who are ill.
· Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID 19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them, to school.
· Students and staff who become sick while at school will be sent home as soon as possible.
What should we bring to school?
· Please send your child to school with a snack and lunch.  Please try to send food items that don’t require heating in a microwave or access to hot water.
· Students will not be sharing any items and each student will keep their own items including jackets, lunch kits, etc., in their own personal space in the classroom.
· Students should bring the minimum school supplies required to get through each day.
· Please do not send toys, stuffed animals, etc. to school as these items cannot be easily sanitized.
· Secondary students will not be using lockers.
Will breakfast & lunch be available?
Yes.  Food is a very important part of many of our students’ days at school.  We will be continuing with various food programs, but they will look different and will be following safety protocols.
Here’s the most important thing....we can't wait to see you all again.  This building isn't the same without you, and we’re looking forward to finishing strong together.
If you have any questions, please give me a call at the school.

See you next week,
Brian Cross
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